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| PART A: Vocabulary
| Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes
| each sentence. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

L s — == — — e
1-  The two lawyers --- their contract.and each opened a separate office.
1) resigned 2} hindered 3} penalized 4) terminated
2-  The police ordered the robbers to - their weapons,
1) cease 2) settle 3) surrender 4) collapse
3-  The nation’s economy was largely by foreign aid.
1) imported 2) sustained 3) disposed 4) accompanied

4-  Unfortunately the current law -—
foreign countries.

any improvement in the country’s trade with

1) impedes 2) compels 3) exposes 4) abstains
3-  They are using that hall to hold their party
1) juncture 2) convention 3) intersection 4) circumstance

6- Talking about money now would be a -- from the main purpose of this meeting.
1) digression 2) detention 3) disputation 4) dispersion

7- There have been calls for the drug’s immediate -—--—--, following reports that it has
dangerous side effects.

1) protest 2) discharge 3) disposition 4) suspension
8- I have not read any of the previous chapters of this book, so you will have to give me a
brief -——-——,
1) outlook 2} synopsis 3) panorama 4) prospect
9-  Practical experience is an —-——- part of this course.
1) integral 2) adequate 3) accelerated 4) expository
10- Some of these plants are more ——-—-— to frost damage than others.

1) inherent 2) forthcoming 3) susceptible 4) instrumental

ART B: Cloze Test
| Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or
| (4) best fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

We have said carlier that climates are continuously changing. (11) - until quite
recently that climates only changed sigmificantly on very long time scales, over tens of
thousands of years. In the more recent past the changes in climate (12) -—-----—-- are a result of
mankind’s own activities. Scientists have been able to reconstruct accurately the average
temperature of the Earth (13) --------- years using millions of individual thermometer readings
L ) E— world. The result seems to suggest that since the end of the 19" century the Earth
has warmed up by about'0.5°C(1°F ). The warmest years all occurred in the 1980s. Although it
is not yet known for certain, {15) -----mmm- explanation for this global-scale warming is the
increasing volume of pollutant gases that mankind is releasing into the atmosphere.

11-" 1) There thought 2} It was thought

3) It has been thought 4) There has been thought
12- 1) weshave seen 2) we saw them 31) that have seen 4) that saw them
13- 1) over 100 last 2) across 100 last 3) over the last 100 4) across the last 100
14- 1) of around 2) from around 3) of around the 4} from around the
15- 1) likely most 2) most likely 3) the most likely 4) likely the most
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[ Part C: Raading Cupehtnsln

Directions: Read the following passage and choose the best choice (1), (2), (3), or (4).
Then mark in on your answer sheet.

Mollisols are a soil order in USA soil taxonomy. Mollisols form in semi-arid to semi-humid
areas, typically under a grassland cover. They are most commonly found latitudinally in a
band of 50 degrees north of the equator. Their parent material is generally limestone, loess, or
wind-blown sand. The main processes that lead to the formation of grassland Mollisols are
melanisation, decomposition, humification and pedoturbation. Mollisols have deep, high
organic matter, nutrient-enriched surface soil (A horizon), typically between 60-80 cm thick.
This fertile surface horizon, known as a mollic epipedon, is the defining feature of Mollisols.
Mollic epipedons result from the long-term addition of organic materials derived from plant
roots, and typically have soft, granular, soil structure. Mollisols occur in savannahs and
mountain valleys (such as Central Asia, or the North American Great Plains). It was
estimated that in 2003, between 14 and 26 percent of grassland ecosystems still remained in a
relatively natural state (that is, they weren't used for agriculture due to the fertility of the A
honzon). Globally, they represent 7% of ice-free land area. Because of their productivity and
abundance, the Mollisols represent one of the more economically important soil orders.
Mollisols are geologically by far the youngest soil order in USA Soil Taxonomy. Whereas all
the other soil orders known today existed by the time of the Carboniferous Ice Age 280
million years ago, Mollisols are not known from the paleopedological record any earlier than
the Eocene. Their development is very closely associated with the cooling and drying of the
global climate that occurred during the Oligocene, Miocene and Pliocene.

16- Itis stated in the passage that s cooveviiiiiiaenn
1) plants grow best in a band of 50 degrees north
2) semi-humid areas are typically grassland
3) mollisols are partly formed of wind-blown sand
4) USA soil taxonomy is mainly based on mollisols
17- The passage mentions that ..., .
1) mollisols enrich the nutrients of the soil
2) pedoturbation'is a kind of strong mollisols
3) mollic epipedons is granular in soil structure
4) surface soil is between 60 ¢m to 80 em thick
18- Which of the following statements is TRUE according to the passage?
1} A-horizon is & very fertile surface soil used for agriculture.
2) Grassland ecosystems are 7% of the world’s ice-free land area.
3) Mollic epipedon forms at least 26 percent of the world’s land.
4) Major melanisation occurs in the North American Great plains.
19- We can understand from the passage that...........c......
1} some orders of mollisol are 280 million years old
2) the USA Soil Taxenomy discovered the mollisol
3) there is no paleopedological record earlier than the Eocene
4) mollisols may have partly developed during the Miocene
20- The expression ‘by far’ in the passage (underlined) means ‘to the most .......covvniinans
degree’.
1) * extreme’ 2) ‘conditional’ 3) ‘universal’ 4) ‘subjective’
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A gram of garden soil can contain around one million fungi, such as yeasts and moulds.
Fungi have no chlorophyll, and are not able to photosynthesise; besides, they can't use
atmospheric carbon dioxide as a source of carbon, therefore they are chemo-heterotrophic,
meaning that, like animals, they require a chemical source of energy rather than being able to
use light as an energy source, as well as organic substrates to get carbon for growth and
development. Many fungi are parasitic, often causing disease to their living host plant,
although some have beneficial relationships with living plants. In terms of soil and humus
creation, the most important fungi tend to be saprotrophic, that is, they live on dead or
decaying organic matter, thus breaking it down and converting it to forms which are available
to the higher plants. A succession of fungi species will colonise the dead matter, beginning
with those that use sugars and starches, which are followed by those that are able to break
down cellulose and lignins. Fungi spread underground by sending long thin threads known as
mycelium throughout the soil; these threads can be observed throughout many soils and
compost heaps. From the mycelia the fungi is able to throw up its fruiting bodies, the visible
part above the soil (e.g., toadstools and puffballs) which may contain millions of spores.
When the fruiting body bursts, these spores are dispersed through the air to settle in fresh
environments, and are able to lie dormant for up to years until the right conditions for their
activation arise or the right food is made available.

21- The passage points to the fact that .............5.
1) some garden fungi are not able to photosynthesis
2) sources of carbon are usually chemo-heterotrophic
3) animals would rather require light as a source of energy
4) yeasts need organic substrates to get carbon for growth
22- We may understand from the passage that ...
1) fungi species have beneficial relationships
2) most living host plants are highly parasitic
3) lignin-breaking fungi cannot affect starches
4) aprotrophic fungi can convert to higher plants
23- It is stated in the passage that .........cc..o. |
1) puftballs grow out of myceha
2) spores can develop into mycelia
3) toadstools are classified as moulds
4) mycelium is an important soil agent

24- It can be understood from the passage that Spores .........coueveee. :
1) can live very lang 2) are mycelia’s fruit
3) can disperse fungi 4) are activated by mycelia
25- The word ‘sucecession’ in the passage (underlined) best means ..........ccovvviiinin ;

1) * number’ 2) ‘ series’ 3) ‘kind’ 4) ‘mixture’
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Loess is an gegliag sediment formed by the accumulation of wind-blown silt and lesser and
variable amounts of sand and clay. Loess tends to develop into highly rich soils. Soils
underlain by loess tend to be excessively drained. The fine grains weather rapidly due to their
large surface area making soils derived from™ loess very rich. One theory states that the
fertility of loess soils is due largely to electron exchange capacity and porosity. The fertility
of loess is not due to organic matter content, which tends to be rather low unlike tropical
soils, which derive their fertility almost wholly from on organic matter. Even well managed
loess farmland can experience dramatic erosion of well over 2.5 kg / m” per year. Although in
geological time loess has an incredible rate of erosion, in a more human time scale loess is
durable and resistant to maltreatment. In China loess deposits along the Yellow River have
been farmed and have produced phenomenal yields for over one thousand years. A large
amount of the credit for this goes to the farmers; Chinese farmers were the first to practice
active erosion control. The largest deposit of loess in the United States, the Loess Hills along
the border of lowa and Nebraska, has survived intensive farming and poor farming practices.
For almost 150 years this loess deposit was farmed with mouldboard ploughs and fall tilled,
both intensely erosive. At times it suffefed erosion rates of over 10 kilograms per square
meter per year. Today this loess deposit is worked as low till or no till in all areas and is
aggressively terraced.

26- It is stated in the passage that ..........40.....0

27-

28-

29-

30-

1) wind-blown silt contains some sand and clay

2) Aeolian sediments are formed by wind-blown silt

3) there is a lot of the air-filled space in loess soils

4) soils naturally form loess in good weather conditions

The passage mentions that ................o

1) tropical soils tend to be more fertile than loess soils

2) loess and tropical soils differ in organic matter content

3) loess's electron exchange capacity leads to its porosity

4} most well-drained soils develop into some form of loess

We may understand from the passage that......................

1) there is severe maltreatment of soil in China

2) the Loess Hills in the US are extremely fertile

3) loess soils are geologically durable and resistant

4) loess farm-lands do not have a high rate of erosion

It can be concluded from the passage that ..................... in the US.
1) poor farming practiges still occur

2) loess soils are no longer maltreated

3) mould board ploughs are widely used

4) loess soils have been discovered for 150 years

The word “aeolian® in the passage (underlined) is best related to .......

1) * farm’ 2) © field’ 3) © water’ 4) *wind’
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