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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

1-  Please leave ---------- directions for the housekeeper, so she knows what needs to be done.
1) authentic 2) restless 3) cursory 4) explicit

2-  The islands ---------- their name from the sacred images found on them by the early
European navigators.
1) derive 2) tlustrate 3) infer 4) grasp

3-  People love the Presidio because it is in close ---------- to many area attractions, including
the famous aquarium, the SFB Morse Botanical Reserve and the Spanish Bay Resort
Golf Course.
1) relevance 2) proximity 3) accord 4) observation

4-  This system, which for many years subsequently was regarded as authoritative, has been
subjected to ---------- criticism by later economists, and it is perhaps not too much to say
that it now possesses mainly a historical interest.
1) transient 2) feeble 3) vigorous 4) shaky

5-  Although Norman could ---------- his sister’s story about her innocence to absolve her, he
refused to do so because he was angry at her.
1) corroborate 2) testify 3) fulfill 4) retain

6- When he came in to tea, silent, --=------- , and with tear-stained face, everybody pretended
not to notice anything.
1) facetious 2) showy 3) mercurial 4) morose

7-  Since color is absorbed as it travels through water, the deeper you are, the more likely
you will notice a ---------- in the clarity of reds, oranges and yellows.
1) intensification 2) deception 3) reduction 4) competition

8-  As the students argued, the teacher tried to ---------- them into silence with the threat of a
detention.
1) impose 2) condemn 3) condense 4) coerce

9-  Teachers who consider cartoons and comic books ---------- to students’ literacy skills
often use class time to deride these media.
1) pertinent 2) harmful 3) conducive 4) indispensable

10- Salt is valued not only because of its ---------- as a condiment and preservative, but also

because they are essential to the health of humans and animals.
1) variances 2) properties 3) predictors 4) temptations
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PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Being funny has no place in the workplace and can easily wreak havoc (11) ---------- an
otherwise blossoming career. Of course, laughter is necessary in life. But if you crack
jokes (12) ----ommmm- snide remarks at work, you will eventually not be taken
(13) -—----—-- . You will be seen as someone who wastes time (14) ---——--—-- could better be
spent discussing a project or an issue. Additionally, many corporate-minded individuals
do not have the time to analyze comments with hidden meanings-they will take what you

say (15) --—-—-—--- and as an accurate representation of your professionalism in the
workplace.

11- 1)on 2) n 3) at 4) for

12- 1) which they make 2)to be made 3) and make 4) then make

13- 1) by some others serious 2) serious by others
3) being seriously by others 4) seriously by others

14- 1) and 2) when 3) that 4) that it

15- 1) is absolute 2) as absolute 3) be absolute 4) that is absolute

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE I:

More than forty years ago in an introduction to an English translation of the
Shahnameh, in the hope of making that book familiar to the western reader, 1 made
some comparisons between the epic of Ferdowsi and the [liad of Homer. In that
comparison I drew upon the generic similarities of the two works, pointing to the outer
features of the two poems as celebrations of martial virtues. The inevitable formulaic
repetitions, the detailed and personalized descriptions of weapons and armor, the
crucial role of the heroes’ horses, the attachment and loyalty of younger acolytes to
their older masters, the superb poetic descriptions of sunrise, and the imaginative
similes drawn from the world of nature to depict the dying of heroes were noted as the
uncanny affinities between the Shahnameh and the Iliad, affinities that point to the
remote origins of both in oral epics.

Lest the reader take issue with comparison of a work versified in the 10th century
of the C.E. clearly based upon a prose written source of only decades earlier with a
work composed nearly two millennia earlier, I should hasten to point out that the basic
subject of the early mythological episodes of the Shahnameh belong roughly to the
same preantiquity as the Iliad. They are rooted in the Avesta and are the reflections of
Mazdean and Zoroastrian creation myths. They constitute for the Iranian people the
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17-

18-

19-

20-

same attempt at self-recognition and identity as the /liad does for the Greeks. And as |
had noted in my essay of forty years ago, it is that mythological part of the Shahnameh
that evokes valid comparisons.

What is the passage mainly about?

1) Books rooted in Avesta

2) Persian and Western epic

3) Forty years of studying the Shahnameh

4) Comparisons between the Shahnameh and the lliad

According to paragraph 1, the Shahnameh and the Iliad ---------- .

1) have roots in oral epics

2) do not have much in common

3) were composed in the same era

4) are different in their use of formulaic repetitions

The author starts paragraph 2 with the word “lest” in order to ---------- i
1) draw a sharp contrast 2) show the preantiquity of Iliad
3) prevent something undesirable 4) illustrate the importance of comparisons
According to paragraph 2, the Shahnameh ---------- ’

1) contains some mythological parts

2) was written around two millennia ago

3) cannot be validly compared to any other book

4) was based on a prose written a hundred years earlier

It can be inferred that the author of the passage -------- :

1) 1s a supporter of the Zoroastrian faith

2) is just getting to know the Shahnameh

3) has written about the Shahnameh in the past

4) attempts to persuade readers that the Shahinameh has Western origins

PASSAGE 2:

The English language premiere of Samuel Beckett’s play Waiting for Godot took place
in London in August 1955. Godot is an avant-garde play with only five characters (not
including Mr. Godot, who never arrives) and a minimal setting: one rock and one bare
tree. The play has two acts; the second act repeats what little action occurs in the first
with few changes: The tree, for instance, acquires one leaf. In a statement that was to
become famous, the critic, Vivian Mercer, has described Godot as “a play in which
nothing happens twice.” Opening night, critics and playgoers greeted the play with
bafflement and derision. The line, “Nothing happens, nobody comes, nobody goes. It’s
awful,” was met by a loud rejoinder of “Hear! Hear!” from an audience member.
Despite the audience reaction, the cast and director believed in the play. The director,
Peter Hall, had to beg the theater management not to close the play immediately but to
wait for the Sunday reviews. Waiting for Godot was in danger of closing the first week
of its run and of becoming nothing more than a footnote in the annals of the English
stage. However, Harold Hobson’s review in The Sunday Times managed to recognize
the play for what history has proven it to be, a revolutionary moment in theater.
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21- It can be understood from the passage that Waiting for Godot --------- :
1) is an excerpt from a longer play
2) was directed by Samuel Becket
3) was not first performed in English
4) features Mr. Godot as the main character of the play
22- The word ““acquires” in the passage is closest in meaning to ---------- .
1) develops 2) gains 3) loses 4) picks
23- Which of the following best describes the second act of Waiting for Godot?
1) It has a whole new setting.
2) It 18 almost similar to the first act.
3) It contains less action that the first act.
4) Tt is the second act that is universally acclaimed.
24- According to the passage, the initial reaction to Waiting for Godot was ---------- §
1) mixed 2) violent 3) positive 4) negative
25- Based on the information provided in the passage, it can be concluded that the author of
the passage believed Waiting for Godot is ---------- :
1) the greatest play of the century 2) a turning point in theater
3) a bizarre failure 4) an overrated play
PASSAGE 3:

Incidentally, you may have noticed that [ am calling the language under discussion
Persian and not Farsi, as some people are recently calling it, including some Persians,
regrettably. I think this is an unfortunate choice. Dear as Farsi is to us when we speak
or write Persian, Persian in English, and its likes in other Western languages, is a
fairly well-known term resulting from the long history of Persia and its political and
cultural achievements, as well as its relationships with other nations.

One talks of Persian art, Persian miniatures, Persian carpets, Persian poetry, Persian
blue, Persian gardens, the Persian Empire, and Greco-Persian wars, not to mention
Persian cats. The Bible speaks of “the laws of the Medes and the Persians” as
examples of strictly enforced laws. These are all pleasant and useful associations. Of
course, not all such associations are complimentary. For instance, one talks about the
wars of the Greeks and the Persians as the war between democracy and arbitrary rule,
reflecting the view of the Greeks who understandably were hardly fond of the
Persians. But even Greek histories talk of the might and splendor of the Persian
Empire and as the greatest power they knew on earth.

By calling the language Farsi one loses all these associations. Who would think that
Omar Khayyam wrote in Farsi, or that Goethe, Emerson, and Tagore, among many
others, praised “Farsi poetry”? Some of the Persians who use the term Farsi exhibit a
mistaken pride in the usage of a native word in a foreign language. They forget that
names of countries and languages are often different in nonnative tongues. In English
one speaks of German not Deutsch and Spanish not Espanol. Imagine if the Egyptians
asked foreign countries to call their country Misr and their culture Misrian or Misrid.
Would Misrid civilization, Misrid obelisks, Misrid hieroglyphs, Misrid mummies
make much sense in English? They would, no doubt, do a great disservice to the
reputation of their splendid ancient culture and of their history, if they did so.
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According to paragraph 1, the author believes that it is regrettable that ---------- .
1) the word Farsi is not held dear to us

2) some Persians call their language Farsi

3) some Persians call their language Persian

4) English speakers don’t know that our language is Farsi

What is paragraph 2 mainly about?

1) Persian culture

2) Examples of Persian art

3) Associations of the term Persian

4) Political and cultural achievements of Persia

According to paragraph 2, Greek histories ---------- ;

1) contain detailed information about the might of the Greeks

2) note the power and beauty of the Persian Empire

3) are particularly fond of the Persians

4) avoid using the word Persian

It is mentioned that some Iranians who use the term Farsi ---------- ;

1) are proud of using a native word in a foreign language

2) do not like the ancient associations of the term Persian

3) believe that Farsi is a more well-known term

4) take pride in conserving their heritage

The phrase *“if they did so” at the end of the passage could be replaced by ---------- .
1) “if Misrid mummies did not exist”

2) “if Misrid mummies made more sense in English”

3) “if foreign countries continued to use the term Egypt to refer to Misr”
4) “if the Egyptians asked foreigners to use the term Misr or Misrid”
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