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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

1-  Please leave ---------- directions for the housekeeper, so she knows what needs to be done.
1) authentic 2) restless 3) cursory 4) explicit

2-  The islands ---------- their name from the sacred images found on them by the early
European navigators.
1) derive 2) illustrate 3) infer 4) grasp

3-  People love the Presidio because it is in close ---------- to many area attractions, including
the famous aquarium, the SFB Morse Botanical Reserve and the Spanish Bay Resort
Golf Course.
1) relevance 2) proximity 3) accord 4) observation

4-  This system, which for many years subsequently was regarded as authoritative, has been
subjected to ---------- criticism by later economists, and it is perhaps not too much to say
that it now possesses mainly a historical interest.
1) transient 2) feeble 3) vigorous 4) shaky

5-  Although Norman could ---------- his sister’s story about her innocence to absolve her, he
refused to do so because he was angry at her.
1) corroborate 2) testity 3) tulfill 4) retain

6-  When he came in to tea, silent, ---------- , and with tear-stained face, everybody pretended
not to notice anything.
1) facetious 2) showy 3) mercurial 4) morose

7-  Since color is absorbed as it travels through water, the deeper you are, the more likely
you will notice a ---------- in the clarity of reds, oranges and yellows.
1) intensification 2) deception 3) reduction 4) competition

8-  As the students argued, the teacher tried to ---------- them into silence with the threat of a
detention.
1) impose 2) condemn 3) condense 4) coerce

9-  Teachers who consider cartoons and comic books ---------- to students’ literacy skills
often use class time to deride these media.
1) pertinent 2) harmful 3) conducive 4) indispensable

10- Salt is valued not only because of its ---------- as a condiment and preservative, but also

because they are essential to the health of humans and animals.
1) variances 2) properties 3) predictors 4) temptations
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PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Being funny has no place in the workplace and can easily wreak havoc (11) ----------
an otherwise blossoming career. Of course, laughter is necessary in life. But if you
crack jokes (12) ---------- snide remarks at work, you will eventually not be taken
(13) ~——mmmmmm- . You will be seen as someone who wastes time (14) ---------- could better
be spent discussing a project or an issue. Additionally, many corporate-minded
individuals do not have the time to analyze comments with hidden meanings-they will
take what you say (15) ---------- and as an accurate representation of your
professionalism in the workplace.

11- 1)on 2)in 3) at 4) for
12- 1) which they make 2) to be made 3) and make 4) then make
13- 1) by some others serious 2) serious by others
3) being seriously by others 4) seriously by others
14- 1) and 2) when 3) that 4) that it
15- 1) is absolute 2) as absolute 3) be absolute 4) that is absolute

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Most of Abbas’s innovations and reforms centered on the military. He deliberately
sidelined the Qezelbash tribes, establishing instead the core of a new standing army
based in the new capital, Isfahan. The new army was largely organized around the
introduction—on a significant scale for the first time—of gunpowder weapons,
including up-to-date cannon and a corps of musketeers. Many features of it echoed
Ottoman practice—the musketeers were designed to be the equals of the redoubtable
Ottoman janissaries.

The Safavid state probably reached its military apogee under Shah Abbas the Great
and Abbas II. But despite its classification with Ottoman Turkey and Moghul India as
one of the Gunpowder Empires (by Marshall G. S. Hodgson), there is good reason to
judge that the practices and structures of the Safavid Empire were transformed less by
the introduction of gunpowder weapons than those other empires were. Cannon and
muskets were present in Persian armies, but as add-ons to previous patterns of warfare
rather than elements transforming the conduct of war, as they were elsewhere. The
mounted tradition of Persian lance-and-bow warfare, harking back culturally to
Ferdowsi, was resistant to the introduction of awkward and noisy firearms. Their
cavalry usually outclassed that of their enemies, but Persians did not take to heavy
cannon and the greater technical demands of siege warfare as the Ottomans and
Moghuls did. The great distances, lack of navigable rivers, rugged terrain, and poor
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16-

18-

20-

roads of the Iranian plateau did not favor the transport of heavy cannon. Most Iranian
cities were either unwalled or were protected by crumbling walls that were centuries
old—this at a time when huge, sophisticated, and highly expensive fortifications were
being constructed in Europe and elsewhere to deal with the challenge of heavy cannon.
Persia’s military revolution was left incomplete.

Which of the following can be inferred from paragraph 1?

1) The Safavid army was loosely organized.

2) The Qezelbash tribes were more powerful before Shah Abbas.

3) The introduction of gunpowder weapons undermined the Safavid state.

4) Different types of heavy weapons were manufactured in Iran under Shah Abbas.

The word “it” in paragraph 1 refers to ---------- A
1) new army 2) new capital
3) ottoman practice 4) up-to-date cannon

The author believes that among Safavid Iran, Ottoman Turkey, and Moghul India,

1) Iran was strongest in its siege warfare

2) political negotiations could prevent many problems

3) the janissaries were what distinguished the ottomans

4) the introduction of gunpowder weapons was least effective in Persian armies

Which of the following in NOT mentioned in paragraph 2 as a challenge to the transport
of heavy cannon in Iran?

1) Wide rivers 2) Rough roads

3) Difficult terrain 4) Long distances

According to the passage, a method of dealing with the challenge of heavy cannon was
building ---------- Y

1) fortification 2) noisy firearms
3) crumbling walls 4) unwalled cities
PASSAGE 2:

That the Islamic culture was merely imitative, that it copied and transmitted what it
learnt at second-hand from the Greeks, and lacked the ability to strike out on
independent lines of its own, 1s a judgment no longer accepted. It certainly borrowed
freely from the Greeks— so did the West later—but what it built on these foundations
was truly original and creative, and one of the great achievements of the human spirit.
For more than four hundred years the most fruitful work in mathematics, astronomy,
botany, chemistry, medicine, history and geography, was produced in the world of
Islam by Muslims and Christians, Jews and Zoroastrians, Pagans and Manichaeans.
Neither the collapse of the Caliphate nor the Isma‘ilian schism checked the process,
for the local dynasties which sprang up on the ruins of the old Arab Empire competed
with one another to attract scholars and artists to their courts, and the possession of a
common language far outweighed the loss of political unity.

Yet this brilliant culture, which shone so brightly in contrast to the darkness of the
Latin West and the stagnation of Byzantium, began to fade from the thirteenth century
onwards. Arabic philosophy was dead by 1200, Arabic science by 1500. The nations
of Western Europe, once sunk in barbarism, caught up and overtook the peoples of
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21-

22-

23-

24-

25-

Islam. How did this come about? The question has hardly yet received a complete and
satisfactory answer, but some tentative suggestions may be offered.

What is stated in paragraph 1 about the idea that “‘the Islamic culture was merely
imitative”?

1) It is not an acceptable opinion.

2) It was a judgement made by the Greeks.

3) It can be supported by the available evidence.

4) The reality is that the Western culture is merely imitative.

The word “fruitful” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ---------- 2

1) infertile 2) scarce 3) effective 4) sophisticated
Which of the following fields of science is NOT mentioned in paragraph 1?

1) Botany 2) Medicine 3) Geology 4) Mathematics
According to paragraph 2, it was in the thirteenth century that ---------- ’

1) the Byzantium underwent a period of stagnation

2) Arabic philosophy celebrated its major achievements

3) the Latin West began to borrow from the Islamic culture

4) the Islamic culture started to lose its previous strength

What is the paragraph following this passage most likely about?

1) What is a complete and satisfactory answer to a question?

2) What were the barbarian features of the nations of Western Europe?

3) Why did the Islamic culture have so many achievements in various arts and sciences?
4) Why did Muslim civilization get weaker compared with Western Europe?

PASSAGE 3:

The Arabic language in its earliest phases was relatively well protected from the forces
of rapid change by the peninsular environment within which it developed. It is the
best-preserved model of the Semitic languages. Its syntax and morphology—recorded
and systematized as part of the massive research endeavor that followed the production
of an authoritative version of the text of the Qur'an in the 7th century (although this
date is a matter of controversy)—provide evidence of early features of the Semitic
languages. These features have since disappeared from sister languages, of which
Hebrew is perhaps the most prominent.

As the history of the revelation, memorization, and eventual recording in written
form of the Qur'an makes clear, the society of Arabia was one that relied to a large
extent on human memory to preserve details of important events and principles and to
pass on such information and artifacts to succeeding generations. That very reality
makes it extremely difficult to pinpoint precise details regarding the earliest
development of the Arabic language and its literary tradition. What has survived as the
earliest examples of Arabic literary compositions consists of a highly elaborate system
of poetic composition and a series of oratorical and often homiletic utterances, all
couched in language of a variety and at a level that was to be later reflected in the style
of the Qur anic revelations themselves. It 1s unclear, however, whether this apparently
elevated language (perhaps reserved for special occasions, such as poetry
competitions) was ever the means of spoken communication for any particular group.
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26- According to paragraph 1, the Arabic language ---------- ;

1) was not developed in the Arabian Peninsula

2) did not undergo major changes in its earliest phases

3) recorded 1ts syntax and morphology in its earliest phases

4) 1s significantly different in syntax and morphology from the Semitic languages
27- Which of the following is True about Hebrew?

1) It does not have any feature of the Semitic languages.

2) It was the most prominent language in the 7th century.

3) It was the first language to which the Qur’an was translated.

4) As a model of the Semitic languages, it is not as well-preserved as Arabic.
28- A feature of the early Arabian society regarding preserving details of important events

was its ---------- =

1) emphasis on writing 2) focus on revelation

3) reliance on memory 4) interest in principled practice
29- The word “succeeding’ in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to ---------- .

1) current 2) successful 3) following 4) preceding
30- According to the passage, the language of the Qur’an is a reflection of ---------- ;

1) common oratorical utterances in the Arabia

2) an elevated language used in previous scriptures

3) the spoken communications among a particular group
4) the earliest examples of Arabic literary compositions
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