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Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes |

| each sentence. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.
1-  Ancient alchemists believed that it was possible to .......... lead into gold.
1) mingle 2) direct 3) transfer 4) transmute
2-  Dan always beats me at chess because he develops such an ......... game plan that 1 can
never predict his next move.
1) eventual 2) ambiguous 3) elaborate 4) objective
3-  His election as President represented the .............. of his career,
1) summit 2) motivation 3) triangle 4) periphery
4-  She found the job frustrating, and felt she wasn’t ...... ... anything there.
1) flourishing 2) accomplishing 3) evolving 4) satisfying
3-  Britain’s ......... over its colonies was threatened once nationalist sentiment began to
spread around the world.
1} hegemony 2) preference 3) compromise 4) independence
6-  He........... all of his success to his mother’s undying encouragement.
1) interprets 2) converts 3) attributes 4) results
7-  Youean .......... the flavor of most dishes with the careful use of herbs.
1) initiate 2) impress 3) precede 4) enhance
8- The pirate Blackbeard had a reputation for being a harsh, .......... man.
1) reliable 2) ruthless 3) perpetual 4) prevalent
9-  Being a direct relative of the deceased, her claim to the estate was ............ .
|} prominent 2) profound 3) legitimate 4) reckless
10- There are more than thirty species of rattlesnakes, varying in length from 20 inches to six
feet and also varying in ........... of venom.
1) domination 2) detection 3) conquest 4) toxicity

PART B: Cloze Test |
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or |
| (4) best fits each space. Then mark the correct ch oice on your answer sheet.

Football is (11) ....... ball game in the world and the most popular as a spectator sport.
The simplicity of the rules and the fact that it can be played practically everywhere
) i to this popularity. It is played on all continents and in more than 200
countries. At the 2000 eensus (13) ........ by the world governing body, the Federation
Internationale de Football Association (FIFA), (14) ........ some 30 million registered
players at all levels. In addition, there are (15) ....... casual players involved in pickup
games in streets, on parking lots, on school playgrounds, in parks, and even, as in Brazil,
on beaches.

11- 1) played the most widely 2) the most widely played
3) played most widely 4) the widely most played

12- 1) has contributed 2) will be contributing
3) had contributed 4) will have contributed

13- 1) to be taken 2} was taken 3) that taken 4) taken

14- 1) which were 2) there were 3) they were 4) were

15- 1) many millions 2) many of millions
3) many millions of 4) many million



Reading Comprehension

| Directions: Read the following passages and decide which choice (1), (2), (3) or (4) best fits
| each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Dozens of pre-historic sites across the Iranian plateau point to the existence of ancient cultures
and urban settlements in the fourth millennium BC, one of the earliest civilizations in Iranian
plateau was the Jiroft Civilization in southeastern Iran, in the province of Kerman. It is one of
the most artifact-rich archaeological sites in the Middle East. Archaeological excavations in
Jiroft led to the discovery of several objects belonging to the fourth millennium BC, a time that
goes beyond the age of civilization in Mesopotamia. There is a large quantity of objects
decorated with highly distinctive engravings of animals, mythological figures, and architectural
motifs. The objects and their iconography are unlike anything ever seen before by
archeologists. Many are made from chlorite, a gray-green soft stone; others are in copper,
bronze, terracotta, and even lapis lazuli. Recent excavations at the sites have produced the
world's earliest inscription which pre-dates Mesopotamian inscriptions.

There are records of numerous ancient civilizations on the Iranian plateau before the arrival of
Iranian tribes from Southern Russia during the Early Iron Age. One of the main civilizations of
Iran was the Elam to the east of Mesopotamia, which started from around 3000 BC. The Jiroft
culture occupied southeastern Iran and may have existed as far back as 3000 BC. The Early
Bronze Age saw the rise of urbanization into organized city states and the invention of writing
(the Uruk period) in the Near East. While Bronze Age Elam made use of writing from an early
time, the Proto-Elamite script remains undeciphered, and records from Sumer pertaining to
Elam are scarce.

16- What does the passage mainly discuss?

1) Earliest Civilizations of Iran 2) Age of Civilization in Mesopotamia

3) Archaeological Excavations in Jiroft 4) Bronze Age across the Iranian Plateau
17- The Jiroft Civilization in the province of Kerman points to the existence of -——————mmmmmex in
the fourth millennium BC.

1) very old cities and towns 2) very old rural settlements

3) contemporary cities and towns 4) contemporary rural settlements

18- According to the passage, the site of Jiroft
1)is rich in ancient man made tools and objects

2) is poor in ancient man made tools and objects

3) contains objects belonging to the age after Mesopotamia civilization
4) contains artifacts belonging to the age after Mesopotamia civilization
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19- The word engravings in line 6 refers to
1) carved out surfaces for printing

2) letters or designs carved out on hard surfaces

3) prints made from carved out plates or blocks

4) arts of carving out letters or designs on hard surfaces

20- One can infer from the passage that inscriptions at Jirot site — Mesopotamian
inscriptions,

1) looks exactly like 2y exasted later than

1) existed earlier than 4) seems more or less like

21- The author in the last paragraph states that the arrival of Iranian tribes.

1) Elam was the civilization which took shape after

2) there did not exist any ancient civilization before

3) the Jiroft culture came into existence subsequent to

4) there existed very old civilizations on the [ranian plateau prior o
22- One can infer from the passage that the
1) Sumerian records about Elam are not rare

2) Sumerian reports about Elam are plentiful

3) first Elamite script has not been interpreted yet
4) first Elamite script has clearly been interpreted

PASSAGE 2:

The history of Iran has been intertwined with the history of a larger historical region,
comprising the area from the Danube River in the west to the Indus River and Jaxartes in the
east and from the Caucasus, Caspian Sea, and Aral Sea in the north to the Persian Gulf and the
Gulf of Oman and Egypt in the south.

The southwestern part of the Iranian plateau participated in the wider Ancient Near East with
Elam, from the Early Bronze Age. The Persian Empire properly begins in the Iron Age,
following the influx of Iranian peoples which gave rise to the Median, Achaemenid, the
Parthians, the Sassanid dynasties during classical antiquity.

Once a major empire of superpower proportions, Persia as it had long been called, has been
overrun frequently and has had its territory altered throughout the centuries. Invaded and
occupied by Greeks, Arabs, Turks, Mongols, and others—and often caught up in the affairs of
larger powers—Persia has always reasserted its national identity and has developed as a
distinet political and cultural entity.

Iran is home to one of the world's oldest continuous major civilizations, with historical and
urban settlements dating back to 4000 BC. The Medes unified Iran as a nation and empire in
625 BEC. The Achaemenid Empire (550—-330 BC) was the first of the lranian empires 10 rule in
Middle East and central Asia. They were succeeded by the Seleucid Empire. Parthians and
Sassanids which governed [ran for almost 1,000 years.
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23- What would the possible topic be for the above passage?

1) Iranian Urban Settlements 2} Iranmian Pre-Islamic History

3) Ancient Near East and Elam 4) Continuous Major Civilizations

24- One can infer from the passage that the history of Iran -———--eeweme- -.

1) cannot easily studied without the history of a larger historical region

2) can easily be studied without the history of a larger historical region

3) can easily be examined because its territory has remained constant throughout the centuries
4} cannot easily be examined because its territory has remained constant throughout the
centuries

25- According to the passage, the early Iranian Empire properly .

1) starts after the Iron Age 2) begins before the Iron Age

3) starts after the Bronze Age 4) begins before the Bronze Age

26- The word influx in line 6 is closest in meaning to - :
1) violation 2) invasion 3) disruption 4) disturbance
27- It is explicitly mentioned in the passage that Iran -
1) has been admired by Greeks, Turks, Mongols, etc. “hroughout the centuries

2) has been respected by Greeks, Turks, Mongols, etc. throughout the centuries

3) was invaded by different nations but kept its national identity through centuries

4) was occupied by different nations and could not develop as an independent political entity

PASSAGE 3:
The Islamic conquest of Persia (633-656) and the end of the Sassanid Empire was a turning

point in Iranian history. Islamicization in Iran took place during 8th to 10th century and led to
the eventual decline of the Zoroastrian religion in Persia. However, the achievements of the
previous Persian civilizations were not lost, but were to a great extent absorbed by the new
Islamic polity and civilization.

After centuries of foreign occupation and short-lived native dynasties, Iran was once again
reunified as an independent state in 1501 by the Safavid dynasty who established Shi'a Islam as
the official religion of their empire, marking one of the most important turning points in the
history of Islam. Iran had been a monarchy ruled by a shah, or emperor, almost without
interruption from 1501 until the 1979 Iraman revolution, when Iran officially became an
Islamic Republic on 1 April 1979.

28- What does the passage mainly discuss?

1) Beginning of the Sassanid Empire 2) Post-Islamic History of Iran

3) Ancient Iranian Civilizations 4) Short-lived Djfnasties of Iran

29- Which of the following is true of Iranian civilization and polity after Islam?

1) It did not assimilate the accomplishments of the ancient Iranian civilizations.

2) It first rejected the Zoroastrian religion but then absorbed it completely.

3) It lost the achievements of the previous Persian civilizations.

4) It eventually put an end to the Zoroastrian religion.

30- Which of the following is NOT true of the Safavid dynasty?

1) They gave rise to foreign occupation of Iran for centuries.

2) They consolidated Iran as an independent country in 1501,

3) They chose Shi'a [slam as the formal religion of their empire.

4) They established one of the major turning points in the history of Islam.
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