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| PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or the phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes the blank. Then
mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

I-  Animal welfare science is an emerging field that seeks to answer questions —-----—--- ---
by the Keeping and use of animals.
1) raised 2) resolved 3) settled 4) evolved

2-  The low soil fertility problem can be --——--eceeeueev by applying the appropriate lime and
organic fertilizers.
1) traced 2) preceded 3) mitigated 4) necessitated

3-  The chef furnished his assistant with very explicit instructions regarding the ——-----eeeeee-
to be used for the new dish.

1) properties 2) aesthetics 3) ceremonies 4) ingredients

4-  The problem of power cut was so important that we decided not to bother about the
other —-----ceeeeev -~ issues that were not much of a concern at that time.
1) gradual 2) peripheral 3) tranquil 4) lucrative

5-  Everybody knows that Ted is a chronic procrastinator; he -------—-——---- puts off doing his
assignments until the last minute.
1) spontaneously 2) marginally 3) habitually 4) superficially

6- The world's governments have made a joint -----eeeceeeeee to significantly reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by the year 2030.
1) malady 2) determination 3) involvement 4) pledge

7-  Scientists do their best try (0 —==-—emmeemeee themselves from their biases and be objective.
1) detach 2) delete 3) ignore 4) strengthen

8- The local businessman accused the newspaper of defaming him by publishing an article
that said his company was ——-—----—--- managed.
1) seriously 2) centrally 3) poorly 4) crucially

9-  Landing a plane on an aircraft carrier requires a great deal of --—--eeeeeeeee , 48 you can
crash if you miss the landing zone by even a little bit.
1) determination 2) precision 3) rationality 4) consultation

10- New growth of the body’s smallest vessels, for instance, enables cancers to enlarge and
spread and contributes to the blindness that can ----------—--—- diabetes.
1) cause 2) halt 3) identify 4) accompany
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PART B: Cloze Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits each
space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Estimates of the number of humans that Earth can sustain have ranged in recent
decades from fewer than a billion to more than a trillion. (11) ————- , since
“carrying capacity” is essentially a subjective term. It makes little sense to talk about
carrying capacity in relationship to humans, (12) -—----—-—--—— and altering both their
culture and their physical environment, (13) ---m-emeemm- -- can thus defy any formula
(14) ~——mmemmmeee the matter. The number of people that Earth can support depends on
(15) -=========-——, on what we want to consume. and on what we regard as a crowd.

11- 1) It is probably unavoidable that such elasticity
2) Such elasticity is probably unavoidable
3) It is such elasticity probably unavoidable
4) That it is probably unavoidable for such elasticity

12- 1) that adapt their capability 2) whose capability is adapted
3) who are capable of adaptation 4) who are capable of adapting
13- 1) therefore 2) because 3) and 4) next
14- 1) might settle 2) might be settling
3) that might settle 4) which it might settle
15- 1) how we on Earth want to live 2) Earth where we want to live
3) where we want to live in on Earth 4) where do we want to live on Earth

PART C: Reading Comprehension:

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE I:

Terra pretais a type of very dark, fertile manmade (anthropogenic) soil found in
the Amazon Basin. Terra preta owes its characteristic black color to its
weathered charcoal content, and was made by adding a mixture of charcoal. bone. and
manure to the otherwise relatively infertile Amazonian soil. A product of indigenous
soil management and slash-and-char agriculture, the charcoal is very stable and
remains in the soil for thousands of years, binding and retaining minerals and
nutrients. Terra preta is characterized by the presence of low-temperature charcoal
residues in high concentrations: of high quantities of potsherds: of organic matter such
as plant residues, animal feces, fish and animal bones and other material; and
of nutrients such as nitrogen. phosphorus, calcium, zinc. manganese. Fertile soils such
as terra preta show high levels of microorganic activities and other specific
characteristics within particular ecosystems. Terra preta zones are generally
surrounded by terra comum, or "common soil": these are infertile soils,
mainly acrisols. but also ferralsols and arenosols. While deforested arable soils in the
Amazon are productive for just a short period of time, and farmers are constantly
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moving to new areas and clearing more land. the terra preta soil is less prone
to nutrient leaching caused by heavy rains and floods because of its high concentration
of charcoal, microbial life and organic matter: accumulating nutrients, minerals, and
microorganisms. Terra preta soils are of pre-Columbian nature and were created by
humans between 450 BC and 950 CE. The soil's depth can reach 2 meters. Thousands
of years after its creation, it has been reported to regenerate itself at the rate of | cm
per vear by the local farmers and caboclos in Brazil's Amazonian basin, who seek it for
use and for sale as valuable potting soil.

It is stated in the passage that —-—--m-eeemv,

1) very little terra preta soil was made after 950 CE

2) anthropogenic soil range from light to dark in colour

3) terra preta is more durable than deforested arable soils

4) charcoal binds and retains stable minerals and nutrients
According to the passage, —-------—-—-,

1) nutrient leaching is mainly because of floods in low-plains

2) terra preta soils ‘grow’ by around one meter in a hundred years
3) weathered charcoal is a mixture of charcoal, bone, and manure
4) the Amazonian soil is extremely fertile even without terra preta
The passage points to the fact that ‘common soil’ --——-----—-- -—

1) contains more acrisols than ferralsols and arenosols

2) is found in the Amazon Basin inside terra preta zones

3) has high levels of microorganic material in its ecosystem

4) management is possible through slash-and-char agriculture
Which of the following does the passage not mention terra preta contains?

1) *potsherds’ 2) ‘nutrients’

3) *charcoal residues’ 4) *animal residues’

The word ‘caboclos’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to a class of ——--—eeeeeeeee,
1) *people’ 2) *plant’ 3) “farming’ 4) *soil’
PASSAGE 2:

Solidarity lending is a lending practice where small groups borrow collectively and
group members encourage one another to repay. It is an important building block of
microfinance. Solidarity lending takes place through ‘solidarity groups’. These groups
are a distinctive banking distribution channel used primarily to deliver microcredit to
poor people. Solidarity lending lowers the costs to a financial institution related to
assessing, managing and collecting loans, and can eliminate the need for collateral.
Since there is a fixed cost associated with each loan delivered, a bank that bundles
individual loans together and permits a group to manage individual relationships can
realize substantial savings in administrative and management costs. In many
developing countries the legal system offers little, if any. support for the property
rights of poor people. Laws related to secured transactions — a cornerstone of Western
banking — may also be absent or unenforced. Instead. solidarity lending levers various
types of social capital like peer pressure, mutual support and a healthy culture of
repayment. These make solidarity lending more useful in rural villages than in urban
centers where mobility is greater and social capital is weaker. Efforts to replicate
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solidarity lending in developed countries have generally not succeeded. For example.
the Calmeadow Foundation tested an analogous 'peer lending' model in three locations
in Canada: rural Nova Scotia and urban Toronto and Vancouver during the 1990s. It
concluded that a variety of factors—including difficulties in reaching the target
market, the high risk profile of clients, their general distaste for the joint liability
requirement, and high overhead costs—made solidarity lending unviable without
subsidies. However, debates have continued about whether the required subsidies may
be justified as an alternative to other subsidies targeted to the entrepreneurial poor, and
VanCity Credit Union. which took over Calmeadow's Vancouver operations. continues
to use peer lending.

The passage points to the fact that there is, in solidarity lending, —-----==--- -—
1) support for the property rights of poor people

2) a law related to secured and timely transactions

3) general distaste for the joint liability requirement

4) target subsidies aimed at the entrepreneurial poor

The passage mentions that —--—e-eeeeeee-,

1) subsidies hurt the viability of solidarity lending

2) VanCity Credit Union is an entrepreneurial agency

3) solidarity groups deliver microcredit to poor people

4) small groups borrow and pay each other collectively

We understand from passage that ---------=--=--,

1) Nova Scotia was part of the Vancouver area in the 1990s

2) solidarity lending works best in under-developed countries

3) peer lending is no longer practiced at Calmeadow’s Vancouver
4) individual relationships guarantee repayment of individual loans

The word *These’ in the passage (underlined) does not refer to ——-—--—------ .

1) *peer pressure’ 2) *mutual support’

3) ‘repayment culture’ 4) *solidarity lending’

The word ‘bundle’ in the passage (underlined) is best related to the word —----—--—eaeeuev .
1) *bag’ 2) “table’ 3) “stream’ 4) “pocket’
PASSAGE 3:

In developing economies and particularly in rural areas, many activities that would be
classified in the developed world as financial are not monetized: that is. money is not
used to carry them out. This is often the case when people need the services money
can provide but do not have dispensable funds required for those services, forcing
them to revert to other means of acquiring them. People find creative and often
collaborative ways to meet these needs, primarily through creating and exchanging
different forms of non-cash value. Common substitutes for cash vary from country to
country but typically include livestock, grains. jewelry and precious metals. The 1980s
demonstrated that micro finance could provide large-scale outreach profitably. and in
the 1990s. microfinance began to develop as an industry. In the 2000s, the
microfinance industry's objective was to satisfy the unmet demand on a much larger
scale, and to play a role in reducing poverty. While much progress has been made in
developing a yiable. commercial microfinance sector in the last few decades. several
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issues remain that need to be addressed before the industry will be able to satisfy
massive worldwide demand. The obstacles or challenges to building a sound
commercial microfinance industry include: inappropriate donor subsidies: poor
regulation and supervision of microfinance institutions (MFIs): few MFIs that meet the
needs for savings, remittances or insurance: limited management capacity in MFIs:
institutional inefficiencies: and need for more dissemination and adoption of rural,
agricultural micro finance methodologies. Microfinance is the proper tool to reduce
income inequality, allowing citizens from lower socio-economical classes to
participate in the economy. Moreover, its involvement has shown to lead to a
downward trend in income inequality.

All the following about microfinance institutions are correct according to the passage
except that they =-----eeeeeev -

1) are not regulated well

2) have limited capacity

3) do not often meet the needs for insurance

4) usually pay inappropriate donor subsidies

The passage points to the fact that —--—-—eeeeuee,

1) microfinance did not exist as an industry before the 1990s

2) institutional efficiency was a main feature of microfinance
3) dispensable funds are essential for service-based industries
4) the most common substitute for cash is livestock (esp. sheep)

According to the passage, microfinance is particularly good for —-——-—eeeuev,

1) lower socio-economical classes 2) precious-metal-based economies
3) large rural arecas near major cities 4) newly-monetized rural areas

We best understand from the passage that ——-——ceceeeeeee,

1) microfinance may potentially even increase poverty

2) microfinance is unable to meet worldwide demand today
3) low-budget economic activities do not need much finance
4) developed countries may still use forms of non-cash value
The word *viable’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to -—-
1) *safe’ 2) *quick’ 3) “suitable’ 4) “practical’
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