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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence. Then
mark the answer on your answer sheet.

His words should be understood in .................... in order to be correctly interpreted.
1) direction 2) context 3) expert 4) interest

She told her friends about her intention to go abroad, changing her first decision to keep it
1) secret 2) familiar 3) final 4) positive

She has .................. in her library the complete works of many Persian poets such as
Hafez, Mowlana, Sa’di, Nezami and Ferdowsi.

1) defended 2) arrived 3) collected 4) caused

A defining ........cccoevnnnnnn of online art is that it can be seen anywhere by anyone with
an Internet-connected computer.

1) characteristic 2) inspiration 3) spectator 4) artifact

For decades, the hygiene hypothesis has posited that the germs we are exposed to in
early childhood can .................... us from developing allergies.

1) desist 2) prescribe 3) cease 4) prevent

I was in need of money and not at all .................... about experiments, so I concurred
and received the new medicine at the local hospital.

1) affluent 2) plausible 3) respective 4) apprehensive
Some people suffer from a chronic case of rabid chauvinism; they brandish the banners
and shields of their own tribe and .................... those of the others.

1) exculpate 2) excoriate 3) extrapolate 4) expatiate

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Cognitive psychology focuses on how people perceive, store, and interpret information,
................... (8) processes like perception, reasoning, and problem solving.
................... (9) behaviorists, cognitive psychologists believe it is necessary to look at
internal mental processes in order to understand behavior. Cognitive psychology has been

extremely influential, and much contemporary research ................... (10)

1) that studies 2) studies 3) studying 4) and study
1) Unlike 2) Although 3) However 4) Even

1) is cognitive with nature 2) being in cognitive nature

3) is cognitive in nature 4) being naturally cognitive
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PART C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1:

Islamic philosophy was formed by Muslim contact with older philosophical traditions in
the eighth to ninth centuries CE. However, the relationship was not purely philosophical
and the development of Islamic philosophy did not take place in a political and ideological
vacuum. Rather, it was closely connected with internal Muslim discussions regarding the
right interpretation of Islam. Thus, discussions on predestination and free will as key
political and theological problems were first initiated during Umayyad rule in Damascus,
and were followed by a gradual incorporation of other problem formulations, e.g.
concerning the interpretation of the God’s Being and Will.

The first Muslim philosophers were concerned with the question of human cognitive
abilities and with defining the relationship between the divine and the human, which
means that Islamic philosophy, from the very beginning, moved in the direction of a
religious-philosophical way of thinking. By insisting both on the general human ability to
understand the world/truth (which was a characteristic of the Mu‘tazila movement) and on
the inaccessibility of God, they mapped out a philosophical-theological foundation which
meant that Islamic philosophy was characterized by negative theology, which in turn
affected the development of Islamic philosophy throughout history.

The underlined word “gradual” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to .................... .
1) fair 2) rapid 3) slow 4) equal

The underlined word “they” in paragraph 2 refers to ...........ccc.c.....

1) Muslim philosophers 2) the divine and the human

3) cognitive abilities 4) world and truth

All of the following words are mentioned in the passage EXCEPT .................... .

1) holy 2) negative 3) direction 4) connected
According to paragraph 1, Islamic philosophy was developed through .................... .
1) a complex network of interwoven issues

2) the discussions of Umayyad rulers in Damascus

3) the interpretation of the God’s Being and Will

4) a purely philosophical relationship with other traditions

According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

1) The early philosophers of Islam contemplated human mental capacities.

2) Islamic philosophy was characterized by its pessimistic view of theology.

3) Early Islamic philosophy was not mainly concerned with theological issues.

4) The main internal Muslim discussion regards the right representation of Islam.
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PASSAGE 2:

Logic has a central place both in Islam as a religion and in Islamic world of thought. It
has found such a status according to its place in reasoning and inference of various
relevant judgments in diverse fields, particularly in religious precepts, theology, and
philosophy. Qur’an, as the canonical sacred book (with its revealed origin), has shown
some important manifestations of reasoning and logical inference of some judgments of
religious practice and theoretical theology (concerning God’s existence, origin of the
world, origin of Man, and the life after death). Commonsensical reasoning as well as
some traditions of genuine logical reasoning in the Arabia region and its neighbors
helped Muslim religious leaders to use logic for their various religious aims.

Islam flourished within some cultural context shaped by some effective Greek,
Christian, Jewish, and Iranian elements. The presence of Greek logic, with its
possibilities and leading role in various reasonings, helped to give it a central position in
translating the Greek heritage in logic (along with the works in other fields such as
philosophy and medicine) into Arabic. Such a role for logic gave rise to studying,
learning, and teaching it in religious and philosophical circles. In spite of some
anti-philosophical trends, it is not surprising that the translation of Greek works in logic
was welcome by most scholars with their own Islamic religious and theological
attitudes. Such a position led to emersion of the great logicians and extension of Greek
logic in the Islamic world.

The underlined word “canonical” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to ................. .

1) suspended 2) controversial 3) peripheral 4) undisputed

According to paragraph 1, all of the following are mentioned about logic in Islam EXCEPT

thatit......cooeveeennn

1) was used as a means of interpretation of the manner in which the world was created

2) was used to argue in favor of the revealed origin of the sacred book of Islam, that is,
Qur’an

3) was employed by the leaders of the Muslim religion for a variety of religious
purposes

4) appears in a prominent way in the holy scripture of Islam regarding religious theory
and practice

According to paragraph 2, regarding the impact of Greek logic on the burgeoning of

Islam, it can be said that ....................

1) it was first introduced to Islamic scholars by the various works on logic mainly
written by Iranians

2) it reached the Islamic world through various other traditions such as Christian and
Jewish religions

3) translation of works on it was especially undertaken by the anti-philosophical
thinkers of the Islamic world

4) its introduction to the Arabic-speaking world coincided with translation of writings
in other scholarly areas

According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?

1) Various cultural factors from different regions contributed to the flourshing of Islam.

2) Rational thinking in areas close to Arabia played a role in the introduction of logic
into the Islamic religion.

3) In general, logic holds a prominent position within the context of Islamic religion
and the Islamic intellectual world.

4) Throughout the Islamic world, the majority of scholars have the same attitude
towards Islamic religious and theological perceptions.
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The passage provides sufficient information to answer which of the following questions?
I. What is the common Islamic view concerning the origin of Man and the life after death?
I1. In what century was Greek logic first introduced in the scholarly world of Islam?

II1. What is the reason behind the presence of notable logicians in the Islamic world?

1) Only II 2) Only III 3)Iand II 4) I and III

PASSAGE 3:

The subject of majaz, (loosely, metaphor) is common to several branches of Islamic
scholarship, viz., rhetoric, theology, logic and jurisprudence. It was originally a topic of
rhetoric, but it has also been discussed in logic as well as in usul al-figh where words are
examined in order to determine their function in reasoning. In theology, majaz was
employed in order to solve problems where Divine texts seemed to assign to God
requirements of corporeality or recognized him as the source of the misguidedness of
people.

The discipline of usul al-figh had close ties with rhetoric from the very beginning.
Since the Qur’an and hadith were regarded as major examples of eloquent prose in Arabic
and as the first Arabic rhetorical discussions arose around the verses of the Qur’an, the
proper understanding of the Qur’anic verses and hadith depended on rhetorical principles;
and, subsequently, rhetorical principles were held to have a principal role in legal
reasoning. Thus, in the chapters of usul al-figh which explained the rules for reasoning
used when dealing with the Qur’an and hadith, rhetorical considerations constituted the
major part of the discussion. Rhetoricians such as al-Sakkaki and Baha al-Din al-Subki
have alluded to this fact.

Eventually the concern of usulis, theologians, and philosophers with rhetoric, and their
careful examination of its various topics, created a new school in this discipline which
regarded rhetoric as a branch of logic and held that its main purpose was to help with
philosophical disputation. This school tried to establish rhetoric on rational and analytical
bases, and thus contributed immensely to the development and precision of rhetoric.
Usulis, theologians, and philosophers introduced many new concepts: for example, the
terms haqiga (original meaning) and majaz (metaphorical meaning), which in their
present sense were most likely invented by the Mu‘tazilis.

According to paragraph 1, the use of majaz in theology was partly prompted by the

oooooooooooooooooooo

topic of discussion in logic and also in usul al-figh

2) fact that the term is common to several branches of Islamic scholarship, namely,
rhetoric, theology, logic and jurisprudence

3) rhetoricians’ honest but rather misguided interest in the examination of words in
order to determine their true function in reasoning

4) need on the part of theologians to find solutions to problems like ascribing qualities
such as mundane bodily existence to the Divine

Which of the following techniques is used in paragraph 2?

1) Statistics 2) Anecdote

3) Direct quotation 4) Cause and effect
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According to the passage, the main contributing factor to the pivotal part played by

rhetorical principles in legal reasoning was that ....................

1) the Qur’an and hadith were regarded as the epitomes of llterary achievement, hence
the need for their proper interpretation via the application of said principles

2) Divine texts mainly seemed to recognize God as a source of confusion for people,
and usulis employed rhetorical principles to justify such philosophical claims

3) rhetoric endeavored to establish the concept of majaz on rational and analytical
bases, and thus immensely contributed to the development and precision of prose

4) since the beginning, the concern of usulis, theologians, and philosophers was with
rhetoric, in order to create a new school through careful examination of various topics

Which of the following words best describes the author’s opinion regarding the claim

that the Mu‘tazilis were responsible for the invention of the schism between original and

metaphorical meaning?

1) Incredulity 2) Dissatisfaction

3) Guarded approval 4) Complete rejection

What is the best title for the passage?

1) The Lives and Works of Two Great Islamic Rhetoricians

2) Analysis of the Concept of majaz in Islamic Jurisprudence

3) The Evolution of the Concept of Theology in the Islamic World

4) The Science of Hadith: A Recent Branch of Islamic Scholarship
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