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PART A: Vocabulary

Dfrecﬁﬂns: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each I'

sentence. Then mark your answer sheet.

1- Your new spokesperson is very =------ and clearly comfortable speaking in front of
large audiences.
1) impatient 2) willful 3) voluble 4) modish

2- That ring is made from an ---—---—-- of minerals; if it were pure gold it would never hold
its shape.
1) nch:*rence 2) elaboration 3) intervention 4) amalgam

3- Fortunately, the parliament ------- the new law that would prohibit companies from
diseriminating according to race in their hirmg practices.
1) abridged 2) ratified 3) magnified 4) persuaded

4- The teacher did not appreciate the student's ----—--- and gave him detention.
1) sarcasm 2) advent 3) blunder 4) reverie

5- The police have not yet been able to find the missing child; to all of the searchers, the
child's location is still a great --—----,
1) fallacy 2) enigma 3) remorse 4) sympathy

6. 1 really feel sad to say that we are now witnessing environmental destruction on an
——---—= gcale.

1) implicit 2) inadvertent 3) articulated 4) unprecedented

7- Ted was severely --—-——--- by his colleagues for his use of offensive language when
addressing the guests.
1) deviated 2) castigated 3) resigned 4) hardened

8- As shrinking military budgets add to economic woes, arms manufacturers are ——--—-—
seeking to expand their markets.

1) nocturnally 2) equivocally 3) indecisively 4) aggressively
9- Much to my ———— , | should confess that we don’t have a good indication that women
are actually taking better care of themselves today.
1) indifference 2) verification 3) chagrin 4) jubilance
10- It is to be remembered that living in a ------—- country is no guarantee you will
necessarily live a long life.
1) prosperous 2) conceptual 3) conceivable 4) long-winded

PART B: Cloze Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark your answer sheet.

The human question is the big one. (11) ---=----- on humans are very thin. Most human
opulations that are forced to survive on low-calorie diets are also malnourished and are as
ikely (12) ———-mm- from vitamin and mineral deficiencies. (13) -—===-—- is on the Japanese

island of Okinawa, Walford notes: “The Okinawans have about (14) -—————-- the calorie intake

of the rest of Japan. They eat mainly fish and vegetables. They have as much as 40 times the
incidence of people (15) --—----- 100. They have less diabetes. tumors and so forth than the rest
of Japan.”
11- 1) The data exist 2) The data whose existence
3) Existing data that are 4) The existing data

12- 1) not to die as prematurely 2) as not to die prematurely
3) so not to prematurely die 4) not to die prematurely as

13- 1) Only one exception to know 2) The only exception to know
3) The only known exception 4) One exception is only known
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14- 1) 70 percent of 2) a percentage of 70
3) 70 percent 4) 70 of the percentage
15-1)in 2) for 3) over 4) with

Part C: Reading Comprehension

PASSAGE 1:

Palliser's Triangle, or the Palliser Triangle. is a largely semi-arid steppe region in the Prairie
Provinces of Western Canada that was determined 1o be unsuitable for agriculture because of
its unfavourable climate. The soil in this area is dark brown or black in colour and is very
nutrient-rich. The semi-arid conditions, however, initially made this area ditficult to farm. The
triangular-shaped area is located mostly in southern Alberta and Saskatchewan. The area was
named after John Palliser. the leader of the 1857-1859 survey expedition to Canada's west,
who first remarked on this area. Palliser discovered it was a dry land with no trees: thus. he
thought it would be unsuitable for growing crops. A few vears later John Macoun, a
government official. argued that it would be good for growing wheat and advertised it as such
to immigrant farmers. The triangle began to be settled and farmed at the start of the 20th
century., For many vears this area was very aftractive to ranching. The sandyv soil, grassy land
cover, and dry weather supported cattle grazing. Many U.S. ranchers would bring herds north
to graze in the triangle. By 1912, however. much of the land was overgrazed. For a time yields
were high, but a combination of the dry conditions and poor agricultural practices turned the
area into a Dust Bowl in the 1930s, helping plunge Canada into the Great Depression. Modern
farming techniques and a series of rainy years helped to reestablish the area as an important
farming region: however. farming has always been precarious.

16- The passage points to the fact that Palliser Triangle -
1) has in fact been quite rainy in recent years
2) did not use to be settled in the 19th century
3) was an farming region in ancient times
4} is much drier today due to climate change
17-  We understand from the passage that
1) farming is done in Palliser's Triangle despite its being semi-arid
2) Alberta and Saskatchewan are both shaped as a large triangular
3) Palliser's Triangle was terribly overgrazed from 1911 to 1912
4) LS. ranchers would wander across Canada to feed their cattle
18-  The passage mentions that
1) the Great Depression in Canada was made worse for its Dust Bowl(s)
2) sandy soil provides a grassy land cover which supports cattle grazing
3) government officials advertised settlement in northern areas of Canada
4) John Palliser stayed in Palliser Triangle long after his survey expedition
19- The passage does NOT include information on the Palliser Triangle and

1) grain production there 2) its history
3) its climate pattern 4) ranching on it

20- The word *precarious’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to ‘not o
1) ‘useful’ 2) “practical’ 3) ‘economic’ 4) *stable’
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PASSAGE 2:

In geography. an oasis is an isolated arca of vegetation in adesert. typically surrounding
a spring or similar water source. Oases also provide habitat for animals and even humans if the
area is big enough. The location of oases has been of critical importance for trade and
transportation routes in desert areas: caravans must travel via oases so that supplies of water
and food can be replenished. Thus, political or military control of an oasis has in many cases
meant control of trade on a particular route. For example, the oases of Awjila, Ghadames,
and Kufra, situated in modern-day Libya. have at various times been vital to both North-South
and LEast-West trade in the Sahara. Oases are formed from underground rivers or aquifers such
as an artesian aquifer, where water can reach the surface naturally by pressure or by man-made
wells. Occasional brief thunderstorms provide subterranean water to sustain natural oases. such
as the Tuat. Substrata of impermeable rock and stone can trap water and retain it in pockets, or
on long faulting subsurface ridges or volcanic dikes water can collect and percolate to the
surface. Any incidence of water is then used by migrating birds, which also pass seeds with
their droppings which will grow at the water's edge forming an oasis. People who live in an
oasis must manage land and water use carefully: fields must be irrigated to grow plants
like apricots, dates, figs. and olives. The most important plant in an oasis is the date palm.
which forms the upper layer. These palm trees provide shade for smaller trees like peach trees.
which form the middle laver. By growing plants in different lavers. the farmers make best use
of the soil and water.

21- The passage mentions that -
1) impermeable rocks in an oasis consist of suh-.tratﬂ of stone
2) vegetation in an oasis originate in seeds in bird droppings
3) artesian aquifer are a source of underground rivers in an oasis
4) trade in an oasis depends on the strength of the military there
22- We may understand from the passage that
|} peach trees are shadier than olive trees
2) figs are the most common oasis fruit
3) not all oases are habitable for humans
4) Arabian deserts include “trade’ oases
23- The passage suggests that .
1) middle layer trees cannot continue life without upper layer tress
2) date palm grows best in oases fed by water from artesian aquifers
3) springs in a desert are typically surrounded by a lot of vegetation
4) faulting subsurface ridges create volcanic dikes water in an oasis
24- The passage points to the fact that =
| )Libya is an important route for trade in the Sahara today
2) water in an oasis usually reaches the surface by pressure
3) the Tuat oasis depends on brief thunderstorms for its survival
4) transportation routes in desert arcas pass by large water streams
25- The word ‘replenish’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to
1) represent’ 2) "recollect’ 3) “require’ 4) ‘restore’
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PASSAGE 3:

To excrete nitrogenous waste products. mammals (and most amphibians) excrete urea diluted
in water. Such xerocoles have adapted to make their urine as concentrated as possible (i.e. use
the least amount of water) to dissolve urea. Desert mammals have longer and more deeply
inset nephrons. as well as smaller and fewer cortical and juxtamedullary glomeruli (glomeruli
being capillary networks where both fluid and waste are extracted from blood). This in turn
leads to a smaller glomerular filtration rate. and on the whole, less water is transferred from the
blood to the kidney. The kidneys of desert mammals are also better adapted at reabsorbing
water from the tubular fluid: though there are fewer glomeruli. the xerocole has larger
juxtamedullary glomeruli than cortical glomeruli (the former playing an important role in
concentrating urine), whereas the opposite is true for non-xerocoles. Desert mammals also have
longer loops of Henle, structures whose efficiency in concentrating urine is directly
proportional to their length. The efficiency of their loops of Henle is augmented by the
increased antidiuretic hormone in their blood. Desert amphibians can store more nitrogen than
aguatic ones. and do so when not enough water is available to excrete the nitrogen as
urea. The African reed frog can store excess nitrogen in iridophore. pigmented granules in its
skin, by converting the nitrogen to guanine, which makes up the majority of the iridophores'
composition. Reptiles, birds. insects. and some amphibious species excrete nitrogenous waste
as uric acid rather than urea. Because uric acid is less toxic than urea. it does not need to be
dissolved in water to be excreted (as such, it is largely insoluble).

26

It is stated in the passage that
| )jglomerular filtration extracts and transters the blnﬂd nitrogen to the kidneys
2) capillary networks extract the glomeruli waste from the blood of mammals
3) non-xerocoles have larger cortical glomeruli than juxtamedullary glomeruli
4} iridophore can process the pigmented granules in African reed frog’s skin
27- The passage mentions that

| ) desert mammals have few deeply inset l'lE]Jh.l’Ullb

2) insects do not excrete nitrogenous waste as urea

3) nitrogenous waste products cannot be easily diluted

4) desert amphibians excrete gaseous nitrogen in their urine
28- The passage points to the fact that ;

1) most amphibians have an extremely concentrated urine

2) guanine can be converted to nitrogen in the iridophores

3} urea does not need to be dissolved in water to be excreted

4) small cortical glomeruli are called juxtamedullary glomeruli
29- The passage mentions that in desert mammals

| ) nitrogen is usually excreted as aquatic urea in their urine

2) essential antidiuretic hormones are produced in both kidneys

3) the longer the loops of Henle the more coneentrated the urine

4) the juxtamedullary glomeruli is large enough for urea excretion
30- The word *augment’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to
1) reduce’ 2) “increase’ 3) “solve’ 4) *block”
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